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List of equipment for Trench 
Supervisors

Dig bag 
Water
Clip board and spare clips for windy days
Pens (water proof only - black or blue),
pencils, ruler, eraser
Measuring tape
Plumb bob
String
Spirit level (may be shared)
Supply of labels
Supply of different-sized plastic bags 
Toilet paper (for wrapping delicate objects 
as well as for personal use!)
Small cartons/boxes for objects. When 
available
Bandaids and aspirin for the vapours 
(yours or the workers')

Useful words
All kull
All of you kullkum
All even ( same) kull sawa-sawa
Bedrock jebel

Big kabeer
Black aswad
Bone az'm
Boy walad
Brush forshay
Charcoal fah’m
Cleaning tanzeef
Dead mowt
Eating! mangariyya
Floor ardth
From min
Girl bin't

Glass zujaaj
Half nuss
Here hona
I ana
Iron hadeed
Little, small sagheer
Man rajul
Maybe, perhaps mumkin
Must laazim
Must not! mu laazim
My (my son) -ee e.g. walad-ee
Pick kazma
Pottery fachaar
Photo (picture) soora
Red ahmar
Rock hajir
Room gurfa
Sick mareedth
Soil trab
Slowly shway, shway
Supervisor mudeer
There is., there is not fi....maa fi
This hadtha
To, for ila, li
Today al yowm
Tomorrow bukra
Trowel mustareen
Wall jidaar
Water mayy
Wheelbarrow darraaja
White abyad
Yesterday imbaarih
You (sing, m/f anta, anti
You (pi.) antum
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ADVICE to TRENCH SUPERVISORS

1. Take a new page for each day. (Each day may take several pages).

2. Draw a scale plan of the trench each day on the graph paper (essential), with North at the top (if this 

is not convenient, mark North direction clearly).

Mark depth from surface at the beginning of each day, at designated points.

When starting a square, this plan may be nearly empty but draw it all the same and mark in emerging 

tumble.

3. Draw arrows on your plan to indicate direction in which you are excavating.

4. Every time you designate a new context, (on the occasion of a new spit, a new feature, a new soil colour) 

fill in the Context Record Sheet for that trench, as well as describing it in your report. Store the 

accumulated context record sheets in the plastic sleeve in your record book.

5. Structures . Measure carefully any structure (wall, doorway, threshold, ovens, pit, any large dressed 

stones or columns) and record exact location, height, width in your report as well as on the scale plan.

6. Floors - marked by very hard tough surface or layer of white crushed limestone. May be softer adjacent 

to wall. Record thickness of floor, if we decide to dig through it.

If your floor is particularly good, collect a few bags of surface material - there may be seeds.

7. Objects, e.g. glass, figurine or lamp fragments, metal, stucco, loomweights, spindle whorls, beads, 

graffito-ed sherds, coins, gold jewellery ( some hope). Mark in the location and depth of any objects clearly 

and accurately. If necessary, draw another sketch plan as the day progresses. A quick sketch of the object in 

the report would be helpful, if it is too mysterious to name e.g. Mattie's metal blobs.

8. Pottery: label bags clearly in waterproof pen, with one label inside the bag and one outside. Record 

daily the number of bags per context . Be very careful to separate pottery from different contexts.

It is absolutely essential to double-bag the pottery. A broken bag of pottery without 

context is useless.

9. Bone: Collect all bone and label as for pottery. Record number of bags per context daily.

10. Charcoal: Collect all charcoal and label as for pottery. Record number of bags per context daily.

11. Tile: it is important to record the location and amount of tile.

12. Very important: at the completion of a trench, draw to scale:

i Draw a section of the exposed baulk, with details of stratigraphy clearly marked.

ii Draw a top plan of the completed trench, with contexts clearly marked.

iii Write a short summary with your interpretation of the trench.
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